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brought 3,000 men and large supplies up the Seine,
and the losses of the besiegers were more than made
up by the numerous French Royalists who hurried to
the King's standard, when it was known that Far-
nese was assembling his forces for the relief of
Rouen.

By the end of January, Parma and Mayenne had
met and were advancing through Ponthieu. The
King, who had been pushing the siege with indomi-
table energy, endeavouring by his personal exertions
to remedy all that was done amiss or left undone by
Biron, believed himself strong enough to hold the
allies in check without breaking up his leaguer.

Leaving the Marshal with his infantry before
Rouen, he advanced to meet the Spaniards with
3,000 Reiters, 2,000 French horsemen, and 2,000
dragoons, a name then first given to troops who
were used as mounted infantry.

Near the little town of Aumale he met the enemy
23,000 or 24,000 strong, and when himself leading a
reconnaissance, was surrounded by a much larger
force of cavalry. Speedy flight would have ensured
his safety, but he persisted in charging to cover the
retreat of his escort; he was wounded by a ball which
pierced the bow of his saddle, and was only saved from
capture or death by the devotion of those around him
and by the caution of Parma, who checked the pur-
suit, since he was convinced that the King of France
would not have ventured so boldly unless supported
by a considerable force. When he learnt what an
opportunity he had lost, he exclaimed in his vexa-
tion that he had supposed himself to be fighting